\ \
\ N\

REGISTRATION BDEADLINE FOR/ DATA CONTROLLERS

AND DATA/PROCESSORS OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE

The Nigeria Data Protection Commission (“NDPC” or
“the Commission”) has extended the registration
deadline for organizations that are required by law to
register as data controllers and data processors of
major importance (“designated entities”). The new
registration deadline is September 30, 2024.

Section 44 of the Nigeria Data Protection Act, 2023
(“NDP Act”) mandates designated entities to register
with the NDPC. The recent extension provides
additional time for eligible organizations to comply with
the registration requirements and to ensure that all
necessary data protection measures are properly
implemented.

Background

The NDP Act defines a “data controller or data
processor of major importance” as:

a data controller or data processor that is domiciled,
resident in, or operating in Nigeria and processes or
intends to process personal data of more than such
number of data subjects who are within Nigeria, as the
Commission may prescribe, or such other class of data
controller or data processor that is processing personal
data of particular value or significance to the economy,
society or security of Nigeria as the Commission may
designate.

On February 14, 2024, the NDPC, pursuant to its
powers under the NDP Act, issued the Guidance
Notice on Registration of Data Controllers and Data
Processors of Major Importance, which provides
clarification on the criteria for the determination of
organizations that qualify as data controllers and data

processors of major importance and on the registration
requirements for qualifying organisations. The
registration exercise was initially scheduled to end on
June 30, 2024.

What organizations are designated entities?
According to the NDPC'’s Guidance Notice, designated
entities are organizations that falls within the definition
of “data controller or data processor of major
importance” as provided in the NDP Act and
reproduced above, especially those that process the
personal data of more than 200 data subjects in six
months. Organizations operating in the following
sectors are mostly designated entities:

¢ Financial

e Communication

e Health

e Education

e Insurance

e Exportand Import
e Aviation

e Tourism

e OQOiland Gas

e FElectric Power
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For a detailed discussion on designated entities, please
click here to read our earlier publication, “Key
highlights of the Guidance Notice on Registration
of Data Controllers and Data Processors of Major
Importance”.

To complete your registration as a data controller or
data processor of major importance, please visit the
NDPC registration portal at https:/
services.ndpc.gov.ng/

DISCLAIMER: This article is only intended to provide
general information on the subject matter and does not
by itself create a client/attorney relationship between
readers and our Law Firm or serve as legal advice. We
are available to provide specialist legal advice on the
readers’ specific circumstances when they arise.
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